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Acts of Benevolence and Charity in the Mamluk Era (648-923 AH /
1250-1516 CE)

Associate Professor : Othman Ismail Al-Tal
Department of History/ College of Arts, Al-Quds University/ Palestine

Abstract

Many Mamluk sultans were renowned for their extensive acts of benevolence and charity
toward the poor, the destitute, and those in need—acts that often intensified during specific
occasions and circumstances that called for such generosity. This study aims to highlight the
charitable deeds performed by Mamluk sultans and to examine the motivations behind them. It
focuses on acts of benevolence and charity during economic crises, periods of illness and death,
the holy month of Ramadan, public ceremonies and festivals, support for the inhabitants of the
Hijaz, and other general circumstances. The study employs a critical historical-analytical
methodology, relying on primary historical sources as well as contemporary scholarship
addressing the Mamluk period. Findings reveal that Mamluk sultans frequently engaged in
charitable acts, which tended to increase in times of particular need, and that such acts were not
limited to the sultans alone—many princes and wealthy individuals also participated in these
charitable efforts.
Keywords: benevolence, charity, almsgiving, Mamluk era.
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