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The Establishment of the University of Basra (1964-1967)

Researcher. Nadia Hassan Abdul-Sada
Professor. Dr. Raghad Faisal Abdul-Wahab
Department of History / College of Arts / University of Basra

Abstract

The University of Basra stands as one of Iraq’s prominent academic
institutions. Its establishment responded to urgent economic and social needs in the
city of Basra following the July 14, 1958 Revolution. The city’s strategic
geographic location and growing commercial activity highlighted the necessity of
specialized educational institutions to prepare qualified scientific and professional
personnel across various fields. Consequently, official and academic authorities, in
cooperation with local organizations, undertook concerted efforts to establish the
university. Its first nucleus began with the College of Commerce in 1963, later
expanding to include several colleges within a few years. This study is divided into
two main sections: the first examines the circumstances that led to the university’s
founding, while the second addresses its initial infrastructure and the first colleges
established between 1964 and 1967. Unpublished documents at the University of
Basra, including the university guide and the Directorate of General Registration
records, constituted the primary sources of the research, supplemented by books,
theses, and other academic materials.

Keywords: University of Basra, higher education in southern Iraq, educational
development in Basra.
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