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The Venezuelan—Colombian Border Dispute (1969-1974)

Instructor: Dr. Waleed Sami Fares
Directorate General of Education / Basra Governorate

Abstract

The period between 1969 and 1974 witnessed tension in the relations
between Venezuela and Colombia due to a border dispute dating back to the
independence era from Spain. The dispute concerned both land and maritime
boundaries between the two countries, particularly in the Gulf of Venezuela. The
conflict originated from unclear borders following the collapse of the Granadine
State, which led to competing claims of sovereignty over certain areas. Despite
attempts at negotiation and resolving the dispute through international mediation,
economic interests and the discovery of oil resources in the contested areas
complicated potential solutions. No final settlement was reached in the 1970s;
however, a foundation for continued dialogue was established.

Keywaords: dispute, borders, Colombia, Venezuela, conflict.
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