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Abstract

This paper examines the crime of forgery as an assault on public trust and the evidentiary value of documents. It
provides an analytical study of the material and mental elements of forgery, distinguishes it from related offences,
and explains its traditional and modern forms with a special focus on electronic forgery. The paper also discusses
criminal policy and preventive measures, addressing proportionality between the gravity of the act and sanctions,
and the effectiveness of complementary measures such as professional bans, compliance controls, and digital
security governance. The study concludes that digital transformation requires expanded investigative and
evidentiary tools while preserving fair trial guarantees. It also argues that criminal legislation should adopt more
precise definitions for electronic documents and their forgery patterns to reduce qualification disputes. Finally,
the paper offers recommendations on legislative modernization, capacity building for digital evidence units, and
institutional awareness of information security.
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