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Religion and the State in Egypt from the Pharaonic Era to the End
of the Fatimid State: A Comparative Study

Assistant Lecturer Faisal Ghazi Aliwi
Directorate of Education/ Maysan

Abstract

This study examines the relationship between religion and the state in Egypt from the
Pharaonic era to the end of the Fatimid state, adopting a comparative analytical framework. The
research reveals the persistent interweaving of religious and political authority, a phenomenon
common to both ancient and medieval societies. It traces this interconnection from the
deification of the Pharaoh in the Pharaonic period, through the influential role of the Coptic
Church during the Byzantine era, to the Islamic states in their various stages—most notably the
Fatimid state, which represented the apex of integration between spiritual leadership and
temporal power. The study employs historical and comparative methodologies to dissect
concepts of political legitimacy, the evolution of religious institutions, and the shifting roles of
religion between subordination, influence, and autonomy. The findings indicate that religion
played a pivotal role in shaping the Egyptian state, and that the relationship between religion and
governance was dynamic, evolving according to the political and doctrinal contexts of each
historical period.

Keywords: religion, state, legitimacy, Pharaoh, Coptic Church, jurists, imamate, Fatimid state,
political Islam, ancient Egypt.
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