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Abstract
Education is considered one of the most important fundamental pillars for the development and advancement of
societies due to its significant role in enhancing human, urban, and social development. Based on this importance,
this study aims to examine the spatial variation of educational services in Iraq at the level of all governorates,
excluding the Kurdistan Region. The study analyzes the reality of this variation in governmental primary and
secondary education services during the academic years (2012-2013) and (2022-2023), with the aim of
identifying the adequacy and spatial distribution of these services.The results of the study revealed a clear
disparity among governorates. Some governorates suffer from a shortage of educational services, while others
experience a state of sufficiency or even surplus. Through the application of quantitative planning standards to
the number of educational institutions, it was found that Baghdad Governorate ranks first among the governorates
suffering from a shortage of educational services, followed by Nineveh and Basra. The study also showed that
most educational planning standards have not been achieved in these governorates, mainly due to the high
population size and population density. Moreover, the fact that Baghdad is the capital of the country has increased
the pressure on educational services, which has led to the expansion of private schools across Iraqi governorates

in general, and particularly in Baghdad, in order to meet the growing demand for these
services.Keywords:Planning standards, educational services, urban planning, quantitative standards.
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