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Research Summary
Consensual Democracy in Iraq: Application and Results
Consensual democracy is a subject of scholarly interest in political studies in its various fields. The consensual
democracy implemented in Iraq after 2003 is considered one of the modern systems built on political consensus.
This is due to the pluralistic nature of Iraqi society, which consists of multiple groups (religious, ethnic, national,
sectarian, linguistic, and cultural). The research attempts to understand the nature of consensual democracy by
examining the steps of the concept and applications of consensual democracy and its impact on the well-being
and lives of the various components of Iraqi society. Therefore, the importance of the research stems from its
study and analysis of the reality of the Iraqi experience in applying the consensual democracy model to manage
the political process, with the aim of achieving harmony, coexistence, and cooperation among the various
components of Iraqi society.The research relied on a descriptive and analytical approach, as it provides a better
understanding of the factors that facilitated the establishment and implementation of consensual democracy in
Iraq and its applications, and identifying the problems caused by the implementation of the Consensual
Democratic system in Iraq. The research findings include:
1. Consensual democracy is a form of democracy characterized by not relying solely on majority rule as the
sole criterion for governance, but rather by adding another criterion, namely consensus, which includes the
participation of elected minorities in governance.
2. Consensual democracy, through practical application, as in the Iraqi experience, is a method specific to
pluralistic societies, a method for preventing divisions from turning into conflicts, and for establishing the basis
for coexistence through power-sharing.
3. Consensual democracy is characterized by its flexibility and adaptability in pluralistic societies, provided the
environment is conducive to this. This is largely linked to the pluralism of the society in which it is implemented.
4. Consensual democracy gives minorities greater weight than their size, through their sectoral independence
and their use of the mutual veto, which gives them the ability to obstruct decisions and impose their views, thus
achieving gains disproportionate to their size.
The study recommended:
1. The need to continue research, studies, seminars, and conferences in academic institutions, including
universities and research centers, that attempt to analyze and explain the consensual democratic model in a
pluralistic society.
2. The need for Iraqi political forces and ruling elites to agree on inclusive democratic political formulas.
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3. Communication, interaction, and integration among the various Iraqi political factions, and an effort to agree
on common national principles that ensure the formation of a harmonious society, consolidating the principles
of human and social security, and respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms.Key words1- Democracy

2 - Consensus3- Pluralistic Society4 - Implementation5- Results
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