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Abstract :

Britain and France had extensive interests in the Middle East, particularly in Egypt, leading to constant
competition and a continuous effort to consolidate their influence in the region. Muhammad Ali's consolidation
of power and his significant achievements and reforms across various sectors made him resilient against the
pressures exerted by European powers, which dominated international politics. Egypt's crucial geographical and
strategic location further facilitated this. British foreign policy focused on maintaining its colonial dominance,
protecting its trade routes to the East and its colonies in India, and preventing any rival power, especially France,
from threatening its interests. Meanwhile, France sought to exploit Muhammad Ali's project and support him
to gain a foothold in the East. This rivalry thus played a significant role in shaping Egyptian and international

events and policies during this period.Key words: Britain, France, Muhammad Ali, Ottoman Empire, Egypt.
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