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Abstract

This study examines the right of self-defense in the context of cybercrimes as one of the emerging topics in
Iraqi criminal law. With the growing complexity and impact of cyber attacks, the research aims to analyze the
legal framework of self-defense against electronic aggression, clarify its legitimacy limits, and explore the legal
challenges of proving self-defense in the digital environment. The paper also addresses the victim’s lack of
technical knowledge and its effect on their ability to defend themselves, while presenting examples of
cybercrimes—particularly electronic blackmail-—and the related legal issues. The study concludes that there is
a legislative and knowledge gap preventing the full application of self-defense to cybercrimes and proposes
several recommendations, most notably the development of specialized legislation, enhancement of the
technical capacities of judicial and security bodies, and raising public digital awareness. Keywords:Self-
defense, Cybercrimes, Electronic Blackmail, Digital Environment, Iraqi Criminal Law, Digital Evidence.
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