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The Strategic Importance of Ukraine in Russian and American
Perceptions
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Abstract

This study analyzes the strategic significance of Ukraine in the perceptions
of both Russia and the United States, in light of the rapidly evolving geopolitical
transformations in the region since the early twenty-first century, particularly
following the Crimea crisis in 2014 and the Russian—UKkrainian war that erupted in
2022. The research emphasizes the fundamental differences between the Russian
perception, which views Ukraine as a vital historical, cultural, and security
extension of the former Soviet space, and the American perception, which regards
Ukraine as a strategic opportunity to strengthen Western influence and contain the
rise of Russia as a competing power. The study further examines the security and
economic dimensions of the conflict, alongside its ideological and geopolitical
aspects, noting that Ukraine has become a stage for indirect confrontation between
the two powers. This dynamic has negatively impacted international stability and
heightened polarization between East and West.
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