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Abstract

Iragi—British relations deteriorated after the outbreak of World War Il due to the Iraqi position on
the latter, especially when Italy declared war on the Allied Powers. The relationship between Iraq
and Britain became tense, especially when the Iragi government announced that it would delay
announcing the severing of relations with Italy, which greatly angered Britain. The circle of
disagreement between the two parties began to widen, which forced Britain to increase its action
against the Iragi government in agreement with the guardian Abdul-llah and the Minister of
Foreign Affairs Nuri al-Said. Therefore, Britain continued its pressure to exploit this ministry and
thus work to disperse the influential nationalist forces in the army represented by the four colonels,
and to sever diplomatic relations with Italy, which created strong reactions represented by the
intervention of the military bloc and in cooperation w2. Forgetting and overthrowing the Hashemi
government, and one of its results was the establishment of the National Defense Government on
April 3, 1941, and Al-Kilani assumed its presidency. Then the people moved and went out with a
huge wave of enthusiasm to the streets and roads, topped with chants of curses against the
British and their agents in Iraqg. One of the most prominent slogans chanted by the masses, young

and old, was (Down with the traitors, down with the guardian Abdul—llah). Thousands of telegrams
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poured into the government presidency in support of the revolution, and the most enthusiastic of

them were the teachers and their students with nationalist feelings. With the outbreak of military

confrontations with the Iraqi forces, the lraqgi tribes prepared to confront the new occupation,

especially after the religious scholars issued fatwas of jihad and announced their readiness to

volunteer in the ranks of the army to confront the British advance. it the civilian nationalist

elements once again in a coup.
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