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The duality of self and other in the literature of Lady Fatima al-Zahra
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Abstract
This study aims to explore the problematic relationship between the self and the other as

represented in the literature of Lady Fatima al-Zahra (peace be upon her). It examines
the stance from which the self engages with the other in its various forms and
manifestations—a stance characterized, in its most prevalent form, by tension and
ambiguity. The study focuses on the text, attempting to fathom its implicit meanings and
implications, which, in some aspects, reveal the crisis of the complex self and its conflict
with its surroundings, with which the relationship has, in most cases, failed to achieve the
desired harmony. The study also explores the suffering and failures of the self, which
stem from the stark contrast between the aspirations it has harbored and the
complexities of a reality that has not always accommodated or responded to these
growing ambitions. Furthermore, the importance of this research lies in revealing the
dialectical relationship between the self and the other as a central and indispensable axis.
Self-awareness is only realized in the presence of the other, and our self-image is not
formed in isolation from our image of the other. Moreover, every image of the other, in a
sense, reflects an image of the self. This research aims to focus on the relationship
between the self and the other, which is the cornerstone of any text. This relationship is
constantly evolving and cannot be statically defined. This is evident in the sermons and

supplications of Lady Fatima al-Zahra (peace be upon her), where the image of the self,
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reflecting her own essence, is diverse. The research problem is embodied in a set of
guestions that open a new avenue for inquiry. Among these is the central question that
this research seeks to answer through its various sections: How does this dialectic (self
and other) manifest in Lady Fatima al-Zahra's discourse? Is the self and other in Lady
Fatima al-Zahra's discourse characterized by a shifting dialectical relationship between
them? What are the dimensions of this duality as it appears in several forms (internal and
external)? And is the image of the self in Lady Fatima's discourse incomplete without the

other?

Keywords: (Self and other, Lady Fatima al-Zahra (peace be upon her), discourse.)
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