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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of retrieval (flashback) in classical Arabic literature as one
of the artistic and semantic mechanisms that contributed to shaping the temporal structure of
literary texts and constructing their aesthetic and intellectual vision. Retrieval is not merely a
narrative return to the past; rather, it represents an interpretive act that invokes both individual and
collective memory, re—employing it within the text to reveal profound psychological, social, and
cultural dimensions. The study seeks to trace the manifestations of retrieval in selected models of
classical Arabic poetry, particularly pre—Islamic poetry, highlighting its role in the motif of standing
upon the ruins (a/l-wuqiif ‘ali al-atii)), recalling the Days of the Arabs (Ayyam al-‘Arab), and
evoking personal experiences associated with loss, estrangement, and deprivation. It also focuses
on the semantic functions of retrieval in deepening the psychological dimension of the text, linking
past and present, and transforming memory into an artistic tool for interrogating social reality and
constructing identity. The study ultimately affirms the ability of classical Arabic literature to employ

memory as a structural element in the formation of meaning.
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