. . —r . . E-ISSN 2663-5836
Lark Journal of Philosophy, Linguistics, and Social Sciences p 1goN 1999-5601

Journal homepage: https://lark.uowasit.edu.iq Original Research

Vol. 18 No.2 April 2026, pp.129-141
https://doi.org/10.31185/1ark.5259

Loss and the Relationship between Blackness, Memory, and History in
Iraqi Poetry after 2003

Researcher: Sajjad Mohsen Farhan Jabal Al-Drisat, Assistant Professor Dr. Ahmed Kadhim Salman Jabal Al-Attabi
std2024210sMohsen@uowasit.edu.iq
Received Dec 5 2025 Revised Jan5,2026 Accepted Jan 20,2026 Online Apr.1,2026

ABSTRACT

This research seeks to explore the significance of loss, both physical and emotional, the pain of memory, and
the phenomenon of fear in Iraqi poetry after 2003. These phenomena contribute to the bleak picture painted
in Iraqi poetry. Amid the political and social crises that swept the country, Iraqi poets endured harsh
conditions, sharing their pain with society. Many suffered the loss of loved ones through death and exile,
reflecting their sense of loss and weariness with the death that tore the country and its people apart.
Sectarianism also played a role, a constant refrain of death, which led them to write with bitterness. Memory,
too, is an integral part of the poet's anguish and sorrow, serving as a repository from which they recalled
childhood memories and the harshness of life.

Furthermore, memory transcends mere record of personal events in the texts of our poets, reaching into
ancient ideologies that formed a significant part of their work. From the poet's awareness, to link the tragedies
and pains of the present and past of Iraqi society. This research also included the phenomenon of fear, which
represented an important aspect of pessimism, as fear in poetry was associated with real political or social
events and linked to the unknown future, which provokes feelings of imminent danger..
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