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العراق دراسة تحليلية فلسفية نقديةالديمقراطية وتاريخها ومعىقات تطبيقها في   

Democracy, Its History, and the Obstacles to Its Implementation in Iraq:  
A Critical Philosophical Analytical Study 

Assoc. Prof. Rashid Ahmed Al-Samarrai 
Abstract   

The study of democracy, its obstacles, and its significance contributes to correcting 
the course of a troubled political process and rescuing it through constructive criticism, 
followed by evaluation and reform. A research gap has bee observed in addressing certain 
shortcomings from a historical-philosophical perspective, particularly by examining the 
most important views of philosophers upon whose ideas major governments and global 
constitutions were founded, such as Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, John Locke, Rousseau, 
Voltaire, and Montesquieu. 

This study addresses the key ideas of these thinkers, who shaped the trajectory of 
democracy, as well as the pitfalls that may obstruct its path—almost as if they were living 
among us or predicting current events through rational inference. It adopts their 
methodological approaches, embracing what they advocated and avoiding what they 
warned against. 

The research plan involves analyzing the most significant philosophical perspectives 
related to the subject, drawing from their intellectual experiences as they outline the course 
of each political action and its outcomes—whether negative or positive. This is done in 
order to address the problems they identified and compare them with the issues currently 
facing parliamentary work. It also aims to identify the correct path followed by effective 
parliaments around the world. 

The study finds that several factors reduce parliamentary effectiveness. For example, 
when all election winners participate in government, the parliament lacks a genuine 
opposition capable of correcting the democratic process. Additionally, prolonged tenure in 
power may lead officials to develop narcissism and arrogance. The rule of law is the 
fundamental safeguard of both democracy and the state. Furthermore, excessive 
parliamentary privileges have encouraged opportunistic competition for seats. Evidence of 
this can be seen in the 2025 elections, which witnessed one of the highest numbers of 
blocs and candidates globally, where gaining parliamentary seats appeared to be a means 
of acquiring benefits or spoils. 

These findings can help reform and improve the functioning of both parliament and 
government, serving as a practical guide for organizing their work. 

The study employs both the analytical and critical methodologies. 
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