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The Merchant Company and Its Impact
on English Colonization in the Gold Coast 1561-1572
Prof. Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Jasim Abid // University of Diyala — College of Basic Education
ahmedaldieny83@yahoo.com
Abstract :

The second half of the sixteenth century witnessed significant progress in the system of
trading companies with royal patents in England. This system aligned with English colonial
expansion policies. These trading companies were characterized by state oversight of their op-
erations. The English government retained supreme authority over these companies, including
the power to revoke the concession and dissolve the company if it violated the terms of its pat-
ent. The England government used these companies, including the Merchant Company, to im-
pose its colonial control over the African coasts without becoming entangled in the problems
of governance and the resulting financial obligations, according to the principle of indirect
rule. The England government then assumed actual power once the situation in the company’s
concession area had stabilized.

The study reached several conclusions, including: The Merchants’ Company, during the
period 1561-1572, represented the cornerstone upon which future England influence in the
Gold Coast was built. Although it did not achieve absolute and sustainable control during
that period, its establishment, mining concessions, and territorial expansion laid the structural
framework that later paved the way for this influence to transform into a fully-fledged England
colonization of the Gold Coast.

Keywords: English colonialism, Gold Coast, Africa, Merchants.
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(2) - ES.P. Telegram from Her Majesty’s Agent Sir
Francis Drake to His Highness Sir William Cecil,
dated 8 July 1572: Telegram No. 32 concerning
the assessment of England’s interests in Keita.
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(1) - Stuart Hill, Colonialism in Africa, Cambridge
University Press, London, 1999, P:315.
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(3) - Walden Drake, Economic Conflict in West Afri-

ca, Fleid Publishers, London, 1981, P:196.
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(1) - Stuart Hill, Op.Cit., P:316.

(2) - E.S.P. Telegram from your faithful servant Bill

Jameston to Her Majesty’s Agent Sir Francis
Drake, dated 27 August 1572, telegram number
35, concerning the presence of salt in the lands
adjacent to Keeta and its importance.
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(1) -Ibid. , P:197.
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- Foreign State Papers, Annual Reports
on Business Activities in West Africa: Laos,
Gold Coast, Cape Town, Volume III, Parts (1,
2), Kevin S. Larsen et al., London, 2005.
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