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السياحية في العراق: الفرص والتحدياتالسياسة العامة   

Abstract   

Tourism is one of the most important economic sectors for supporting development, particularly in 

developing countries. It contributes to job creation, increased foreign exchange earnings, enhanced 

investment, and improved infrastructure. Studies have shown that tourism can directly and indirectly 

contribute to poverty reduction and improved living standards by providing employment opportunities and 

stimulating related economic activities. Tourism is also an effective tool for promoting local 

entrepreneurship, particularly in small-scale projects such as handicrafts and tourism services. However, 

tourism faces several challenges, including weak linkages between the tourism sector and the local 

economy, revenue leakage abroad, and the unequal distribution of benefits. Furthermore, tourism 

employment is often seasonal and low-wage, reducing its sustainability. Literature indicates that 

maximizing the economic benefits of tourism requires local ownership of tourism projects, skills 

development, and enhanced integration with other sectors, such as agriculture. Good governance and 

supportive policies are also important for achieving a fair distribution of benefits, especially through 

community-based tourism models. However, tourism can also have negative impacts, such as increased 

living costs and pressure on local resources. In light of global changes, particularly following the 

pandemic, strengthening the resilience of tourism communities is essential. This can be achieved by 

diversifying the local economy and developing adaptation mechanisms. Therefore, achieving su stainable 

tourism development requires balancing the economic, social, and environmental dimensions. 
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