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Abstract

This study analyzes the Baathist state in Iraq as a totalitarian instrument
of violence, combining material and ideological control, and utilizing
history, memory, and tribal and sectarian identities to consolidate
loyalties and reinforce power. It highlights the role of media and
literature in shaping public consciousness, drawing on individual and
collective psychology to demonstrate how the state transforms obedience
into internalized conviction, integrating symbolic and physical violence
to reproduce authority. The Iraqi experience reveals the nature of



mailto:amer.albdairi@uokufa.edu.iq

18 alaall
1 daxl

il goj b dlgausidl wilba aic all4 algall

totalitarianism in reshaping society, turning citizens into submissive
elements within a network of narrow loyalties.

Keywords : Totalitarian State, Symbolic and Physical Violence, Ba'athist
Ideology, Historical Memory.
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