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Shrines and Their Role in Spiritual Beliefs
in Western Sudan From the 10th to the 13th century AH

Abstract:

Shrines play a pivotal role in reinforcing spiritual beliefs in the West-
ern Sudan region. They are considered centers of blessing and intercession,
linked to Sufism and traditional animism. Therefore, shrines associated with
the tombs of saints and righteous individuals form an integral part of the
cultural and religious identity in Western Sudan. People visit them seek-
ing good fortune and to ward off evil spirits and envy. The culture of these
shrines entered through Sufi orders from North Africa and West Africa, con-
tributing to the consolidation of Islam and spiritual connection with neigh-
boring communities.

Keywords: Western Sudan, saints and sheikhs, spiritual beliefs, shrines.
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