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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT

In post-2005 Iraq, political decentralization has emerged as one of the most
prominent features of the Iraqi constitutional system. The Constitution of
. the Republic of Iraq adopted this principle as a foundational basis to ensure
Received:1 Jan 2026 pluralism and the distribution of powers within the State on one hand, and
Accepted:8 Feb 2026 to achieve a balance among the various components of Iraqi society on the
Published:1 Mar 2026 other. This decentralization was institutionalized through the adoption of a
federal system that partitions competencies between the Region and the
Federal Government. The theoretical framework of this research

demonstrates that political decentralization in Iraq is established upon clear
Keywords: and specific constitutional and legal foundations. However, the core
challenge lies in the implementation mechanisms, which have encountered
. significant political and practical hurdles. These obstacles include
-Mechanisms jurisdictional overlaps and a lack of coordination between the Region and
the Center, compounded by the influence of partisan and sectarian factors
on the experience.
Furthermore, the research reveals that the guarantees of political
decentralization in Iraq are categorized into: political guarantees,
manifested in the participation of diverse components in the political
process; judicial guarantees, represented by the role of the Federal Supreme
Court in constitutional interpretation and the adjudication of disputes
between regional and federal authorities; and formal guarantees, such as
constitutional provisions and statutory laws. The research concludes that the
successful implementation of political decentralization in Iraq is contingent
upon the harmonization of legal texts with practical application, the
existence of a stable political environment, the reinforcement of judicial
oversight, and the activation of the principles of cooperation and
coordination among the various levels of authority.
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