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Abstract

Throughout history humanity has suffered from fear, insecurity, and instability. Since ancient times,
thinkers and philosophers in Western political thought have focused on achieving spiritual security for
individuals and organizing society within a political framework that reflects the evolution of human
communication and thought. While ancient humans believed that nature protected them from dangers they
could not confront, allowing them to move beyond a primitive state and control nature, the emergence of
political organization in Western societies, which have undergone political, social, and cultural
transformations since the Enlightenment, contributed to the rise of the secular state as an organizational
framework for states and societies, free from the interference of the Church's authority in secular affairs. This
separation of religion and state, the varying degrees of neutrality towards different religions, and the belief in
freedom of religion, belief, conscience, and human dignity, have created new challenges. These challenges
relate to the secular state's monopoly on security in its military and material dimensions, at the expense of
spiritual security, which is considered a purely religious matter. However, with the beginning of the twentieth
century, the concept of spiritual security took on dimensions that transcend military or security protection,
encompassing the cultural, social, psychological, and religious aspects of human life. This is with the
escalation of the alienation crisis, the value vacuum, and the prevalence of consumerism, leading to the rise of
alternative spiritualities to religion, which has prompted the secular state in the West to make continuous
attempts to reconcile the religious neutrality of the secular state in the West with providing spiritual security.
Keywords: spiritual security, secular state, peace, tolerance, religious pluralism.
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