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العراقية في تحقيق التنمية الاقتصادية  المستدامة الموانئأهمية   

 ) تاريخية ةدراس (

 

Abstract   

The establishment of modern Iraqi ports dates back to World War II. When British forces entered the area in 

1914, they were compelled to build wooden docks in the stronghold. After the war, in 1919, the British issued a 
statement establishing the management of the Basra port. Starting in 1920, the British civil administration assumed 

control of the port. Iraqi ports remained under British Army management, overseen by the Ministry of Trade. The 

structure underwent numerous changes and transformations until becoming the General Company for Iraqi Ports in 

1997. Due to the importance of ports in achieving sustainable economic development for the country, significant 

developments were implemented at the ports and within the company responsible for their management. The 
company undertakes various activities and tasks, including loading and unloading operations, maritime pilotage for 

ships and vessels, berthing and unberthing operations, marine dredging, and implementing port development projects 

and services related to its primary and secondary activities. The importance of this research lies in highlighting the 

significance of these ports in activating maritime trade because trade is the cornerstone of the country's economic 

development. The study clarifies the definition of the General Company for Iraqi Ports and provides a historical 
overview of its establishment and of Iraqi ports, all of which are located in Basra. The ports are classified by their 

services into two categories: commercial ports and oil ports. The commercial ports are: Umm Qasr Port, Khor Al-

Zubayr Port, Abu Flous Port, and Maqal Port. The second category is oil ports: Basra Oil Port and Khor Al-Amaya 

Port. Additionally, the report will mention ports under construction, such as Grand Faw Port, and highlight the role 

and importance of these ports in achieving sustainable economic development for the country. 
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