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The Role of Social Media in Enhancing Authentic Language 

Use and Critical Thinking among Fourth-Year EFL Students 
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وس ور  ة التفكير الناقد لدى د وتنمي ة  صيل لمغ صل الاجتماعي في تعزيز الاستخدام الأ ائل التوا
ة ةً أجنبي ة لغ ة الإنجميزي متعممي المغ ة  ة الرابع ة المرحم  طمب

ن ضبا ة: زهراء حميد غ  الباحث
ة/بغداد  معة التقنية الوسطى -كمية البوليتكنك الإداري  الجا

ص : المستخم

ة، التفكير الناقد،  صيل لمغ صل الاجتماعي، الاستخدام الأ وسائل التوا ة:  ت المفتاحي الكمما
ة كمغ ة الإنجميزي ة، التعميم العالي.متعممو المغ ة أجنبي

1.Introduction  
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2.Theoretical Framework 

2.1 Terminology of the Study 
2.1.1 Social Media  
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2.1.2 Authentic Language Use 

2.1.3 Critical Thinking  
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2.2 Social Media in Higher Education and Language Learning 

2.3 Social Media and Authentic Learning Environment   
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2.4 Social Media and Development of Critical thinking.  
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2.5 Supporting the Real Language Use with Social Media. 
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2.6 The use of Social media as a critical thinking developing tool. 
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2.7 Previous Studies 
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2.8 Analytical Framework Adopted in the Study 

3. The Analytical Part 
3.1 Research Design 

3.2 Population and Sample 
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3.3 Research Instruments 

3.3.1 Questionnaire 

Reliability of the Questionnaire 

Table 1 Reliability Statistics of the Questionnaire 
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3.3.2 Open-ended Questions  

3.4 Data Collection Procedures 

3.5 Data Analysis 

3.5.1 Analyzing Quantitative Data 



Menwal Magazine           Volume (2), Issue (3),(30(March 2026 AD - 1447 AH 

 
 

2179 

3.5.2 Quantitative Data Analysis 

3.6 Research Limitations 

4. Results 

4.1 Quantitative Results 

4.1.1 Using Social Media 
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Table 2 Means and Standard Deviations of Social Media Use 

4.1.2 Authentic Language Use 

Table 3 Means and Standard Deviations of Authentic Language Use 

4.1.3 Critical Thinking 

Table 4 Means and Standard Deviations of Critical Thinking 

4.2 Correlation Analysis 

Table 5 Correlation Matrix among Study Variables 
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4.3 Qualitative Findings 

Theme 1: Exposure to Authentic Language Use 

Theme 2: Opportunities for Reflection and Critical Engagement 

Theme 3: Challenges of Using Social Media for Learning 
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5. Conclusions and Discussion 
5.1 Discussion 
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5.2 Conclusions 
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6. Recommendations 
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7. Suggestions for Future Studies 
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