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Abstract:

The river and sea routes of Andalusia have represented a vital element
of the economic, military and cultural infrastructure of the Islamic
state in the Iberian Peninsula since the Islamic conquest in the 8th
century AD.

Andalusia enjoyed a distinct geographical location, bordered by the

P lulplly Sl 58582 il

'.7'?“ Mediterranean Sea to the south and east, and the Atlantic Ocean to
:3; the west, in addition to the presence of a number of large rivers such
= as the Guadalquivir River and the Guadalquivir River. The Andalu—
A, sian state relied on these waterways to transport goods and connect

coastal cities with inland centers, as well as using them to communi-
+ cate with North Africa and the Islamic Levant. The Andalusian naval
- fleets also had a prominent role in protecting the coasts, confronting
the Byzantine and Crusader threat, and participating in international
trade Ports such as Cartagena, Almeria, Malaga, Cadiz, Almeria, Se—
ville, and others were among the most prominent maritime centers
in which maritime trade was active. As for the Guadalquivir River, it
was a very important inland waterway, as ships used to travel through
it to the city of Seville, which turned into a thriving river port.

These roads played a pivotal role in transporting agricultural and in—
dustrial products, such as olive oil, pottery, textiles, and leather, as well
as in transporting travelers, pilgrims, and scholars between Andalu—
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sia and the Levant.All of this contributed to strengthening the position
of Andalusia as a civilizational and economic bridge, as sea and river
trade routes intersected to form an integrated network that helped in
the transfer of goods, ideas and cultures. By studying these river and
sea routes, we can understand the vital role they played in the growth
of the Andalusian economy, the prosperity of cities, and the develop—
ment of urbanization, in addition to their contribution to spreading
the cultural influences of Andalusia in the world.
Keyword: River Roads , Sea Roads.
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