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Al Ziyad in the Balance (A Historical Study)
Ashraf Khudhair Abbas Al-khafaji
University of Babylon / College of Basic Education / Department of History
Abstract:

The research aims to show the family of (Al Ziyad), that family that was
characterized by poor lineage, low birth, and evil nature, as they were devoid of
good qualities, neither a sound lineage, nor a noble lineage, and whoever carries
these qualities will - inevitably - be from the party of Satan, so they harmed Islam
greatly, and their hands were stained with the blood of the Prophet’s family (may
God bless him and his family), so their curse was mentioned on the tongue of an
infallible Imam in the immortal Ziyarat Ashura: “O God, curse... Ubaid Allah bin
Ziyad... and the family of Abu Sufyan and the family of Ziyad and the family of
Marwan until the Day of Resurrection.”

In this research, we have discussed their false lineage and despicable
lineage, and Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan’s violation of the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family), which stipulated that:
“The child belongs to the bed and the adulterer shall be stoned.” So, Ziyad
attributed himself to Abu Sufyan, and he became known as: (Ziyad ibn Abi
Sufyan). After Ziyad and Muawiyah became brothers, Ziyad disowned the
Commander of the Faithful, Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him), and killed his
followers in a terrible manner, plundered their money, cut off their hands, slit
their bellies, hanged them, buried them alive, put out their eyes with hot iron,
killed their children, and demolished and burned their homes. Then, he was not
satisfied with that, so he gathered the people in Kufa and ordered them to disavow
Ali (peace be upon him) and cursed him, and whoever refused to do so would be
killed and his home would be demolished. So, Allah struck him with the plague,
and he died - may Allah not have mercy on him - after three days, and that was
during the rule of Muawiyah.

Keywords: Al Ziyad, Sumayyah, Ziyad ibn Abihi, Ubayd al-Thaqafi, Abu
Sufyan.
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