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Kufa: A Laboratory of Awareness and a Test of Justice in the Historical Experience of Imam
Ali (Peace Be Upon Him)
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Abstract
Keywor ds This study reexamines Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib’s decision to transfer the capital of
Kufa, Imam Ali, Justice, governance from Medina to Kufa, moving beyond conventional political and military
Ethical State, Historical explanations toward a philosophical and ethical interpretation. It argues that Kufa was
Testing intentionally chosen as a social and moral testing ground to examine the feasibility of

justice within a complex and non-ideal society. Rather than representing political failure,
the Kufan experience revealed the ethical limits of society in bearing the cost of justice.
Employing an analytical-interpretive methodology and drawing on Alid discourse
alongside modern theories of justice and state formation, the study concludes that Kufa
functioned as an early, deferred model of an ethical state whose realization depends on
historical and moral readiness.
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