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Abstract
Keywor ds This study examines the strategic importance of Somalia within regional security equations in
Regional Security, light of the accelerating geopolitical transformations witnessed in the Red Sea and the Horn of
Somalia, Red Sea, Africa, particularly after 2020. Somalia represents one of the most geopolitically sensitive spaces in
Horn of Africa, the region due to its strategic location overlooking vital international maritime routes and its direct
Geopolitics, linkage to the security of the Gulf of Aden and the Bab al-Mandab Strait. This has rendered Somalia
Regional Conflicts, a focal point for intersecting regional security interests and an arena for escalating competition and
Israeli Role, conflict. The study is based on the assumption that Somalia’s geographic location has not functioned
Maritime Security. as a source of strength within regional security frameworks; rather, in the context of political

fragility and state weakness, it has facilitated the internationalization of its crises and contributed to
the reproduction of regional instability. The paper analyzes the nature of security interactions
associated with Somalia, with particular emphasis on Israel’s role in regional conflicts, as one of the
actors seeking to reshape power balances in the Red Sea and secure its strategic interests related to
maritime security and freedom of navigation. The study adopts a geopolitical analytical approach,
while drawing on legal analytical tools in addressing issues of regional security and maritime routes,
in order to assess the implications of this role for regional stability and security balances. It
concludes that the involvement of regional actors, including Israel, in the Somali context has
contributed to increasing the complexity of the regional security environment and reshaping patterns
of traditional and non-traditional threats. This, in turn, necessitates a collective regional approach
based on strengthening cooperative frameworks, respecting international law, and limiting the
militarization of maritime spaces to achieve greater regional stability.
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