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للحروب الصليبية على بلاد الشامالاثار الاقتصادية   

 

Abstract   

The Crusades represent a significant chapter in the history of the West and the East, and the 

Christianization of the Islamic world, which lasted for nearly two centuries. The Crusades were 

not the first colonial endeavor beyond their borders, but rather a  continuation of the 

expansionist policies of Western rulers. In fact, these wars appear to be a historically delayed 

reaction to the Islamic conquests of the first century. Not all inhabitants of the conquered 

territories embraced Islam, but Islam spread throughout the regions, and its acceptance 

continued to grow. Even centuries later, most of the inhabitants of these lands, including those 

who did not convert, were influenced by the advancement and development of Islamic culture 

and civilization. The conditions in the Islamic world and the lands of Islam in the eastern 

Mediterranean, such as the Levant and Egypt, were extremely chaotic and disorderly at the 

beginning of the Crusades. The political and religious unity that had existed until the third and 

early fourth centuries quickly collapsed. Because at this time, the Abbasid Caliphate had 

become more of a ceremonial institution, and its spiritual, political, and military authority was 

diminished, the general mobilization of the people was sidelined. Furthermore, the great and 

powerful empire formed by the Seljuk Turkmen after the death of Malik Shah had declined and 

collapsed. Within every corner of this vast empire, small, independent principalities emerged in 

various regions, including the Levant. 
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