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Abstract:

Since 2018, international relations have witnessed a qualitative
transformation in the patterns of conflict among major powers, with
cyberspace emerging as a central arena for the reproduction of global
hegemony. The strategic competition between the United States of
America and China stands at the forefront of this transformation, driven
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by the rapid acceleration of the digital revolution, the growing
significance of data, and the expanding role of advanced technologies
in shaping the balance of international power.

The concept of hegemony is no longer confined to military or economic
superiority; rather, it has become closely associated with a state's
capacity to control digital infrastructures, secure the information
domain, and possess effective cyber influence capabilities. This shift
has turned cyberspace into an open arena of strategic competition,
where security, economic, and political dimensions intersect, and where
non-traditional tools—such as cyberattacks, digital espionage, and
information warfare—are extensively employed.

This study aims to analyze the dynamics of this rivalry by examining
the structural foundations that have transformed cyberspace into a
domain of hegemony, as well as by exploring the tools and mechanisms
employed by both parties in this competition. Furthermore, the research
investigates the implications of this conflict for the structure of the
international system and seeks to anticipate its future trajectories in
light of escalating tensions and the increasing reliance on technology
across all spheres of life.

Keywords: United States of America, China, conflict, hegemony,
cyberspace.
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