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Rising Powers Standing in the New International System / China

and India as a Model 2010-2021: Opportunities
of Conflict and Struggle

Asst. Inst. Muhammed Saif Ramadhan

Al-Nahrain University/ College of Political Science

. and India are regarded as major regional powers within both the regional and
Chlna international systems, owing to the important roles they play in the Asian
continent. Both countries possess substantial elements of power that qualify them

to perform an active regional and international role across all dimensions, including military,
economic, technological, political, and cultural power. These capabilities enable them to assume
a pivotal position at both the regional and global levels. Their significance becomes particularly
evident given the importance of the Asian continent, which hosts two neighboring nuclear
giants—India and China—each among the most populous countries in the world. Moreover, both
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states are rooted in major human civilizations, namely the Indian and the Confucian civilizations,
as well as the availability of huge investment opportunities due to the low-cost of qualified
workforce. Hence, each one has conflicting interests represented by continuous boarder conflicts
and the inability of any of the two parties to achieve actual command in political and economic
issues, which is caused by a world governed by multilateral alliances and partnerships and where
individual ability cannot counter existing challenges whether regional or international.
Accordingly, it can be argued that the possibilities of China-India convergence are more than
possibilities of estrangement between them, especially in light of their dependence on each other
in certain aspect of power. In addition, there are many indicators that point out to the transition
of global transformations center to Asia continent in the future and designating the twentieth-
first century as the Asian century.

Keywords: The two Asian Giants, relations, constraints, future.
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