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Research summary: 

This research deals with the study of bridges and arches as mentioned in 

Ibn Hawqal's book Surat Al-Ard, as urban elements with cultural, 

economic and geographical significance. The researcher sought to analyze 

these structures from a functional and architectural perspective, to reveal 

how Muslim geographers perceived infrastructure and its role in urban 

organization. The research relied on identifying the locations where bridges 

and arches were mentioned, analyzing their geographical and functional 

distribution, and comparing them with information provided about them in 

other sources. The research concluded that Ibn Hawqal did not mention 

bridges and arches in passing, but rather highlighted them as part of urban 

development, linking parts of cities and contributing to connecting roads. 

The research also revealed clear care in describing these structures, 

whether in terms of the materials used (such as brick and stone), or in 

terms of dimensions, size and location. Ibn Hawqal provided precise 

descriptions of some bridges and arches, which indicates their role in the 

prosperity of Islamic urbanism. 
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