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The Perceived Needs of People Displaced by Desertification

and Drought: An Analytical Study

Asst. Inst. Ammar Ali Jumaa Prof. Dr. Qasim Muhammed Al-

Janabi
Director General of Department of

Information and Research in Ministry of  College of Political Sciences/ Al-Nahrain
Migration and Displacement University

regions of the world, including Irag, have witnessed an exacerbation of
desertification and drought due to climate change. Some of these phenomena
M any are due to global regional and international changes, while others are local and
national, related to management of resources. These changes have resulted in
the displacement of thousands of families from their usual areas of residence to
other areas within the country. Official data from the Federal Ministry of Migration and
Displacement indicate that more than (18) thousand families have been displaced from the
governorates of southern Iraq and within them due to desertification and drought, and are
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registered with the Ministry. Consequently, the current study seeks to identify the most
prominent perceived needs of the displaced, whether related to material aspects, services,
health and medical, psychological and social, education, or security. The study also attempts
to answer the following questions: What are the most prominent needs of those displaced by
desertification and drought? (from the perspectives of the displaced themselves), and to what
extent do governmental and international activities and programs meet these needs? The
importance of the study is evident in its examination of the gap between the needs of the
displaced and the responses provided to them, and its efforts to provide practical, applicable
proposals and recommendations that serve the target group. Furthermore, it contributes to
strengthening research and studies related to environmental displacement, generating an
accumulation of scientific knowledge in this field. The study relied on a methodology for
analyzing data from a survey of displaced persons affected by desertification and drought in
the governorates of Basra, Maysan, Thi Qar, and Muthanna. The survey was conducted by
Ministry of Migration and Displacement; Department of Information and Research; and
Divisions of Statistics, Research and Studies. The study found that the perceived needs of
displaced persons were consistent in terms of the general nature of the need, but differed
according to spatial distribution, gender, age group, and the hierarchy of priorities and
importance from the perspective of the displaced persons themselves.

Keywords: Perceived needs, desertification, drought, climate change, environmental displacement.
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