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Abstract

This research explores the school of interpretation by opinion (tafsir bi-al-
ra’y) in the Holy Qur’an, focusing on its foundations and scientific principles in
comparison with the school of interpretation by transmission (tafsir bi-al-
ma’thiir). The researcher begins by emphasizing the importance of reading and
contemplating the Qur’an as the eternal Book of God and the guiding light for
humanity—making the study of its interpretive methods one of the noblest
pursuits for a Muslim. The study highlights the key principles upon which the
school of interpretation by opinion is based, due to its significance and wide
acceptance among exegetes, while clarifying scholars’ positions toward it and
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the boundaries of its validity and acceptance. It discusses the definitions of both
schools, presents the main foundations of interpretation by opinion, and
concludes with the principal findings, affirming that sound interpretation by
opinion rests on the rules of knowledge, language, and Sharia, and does not
conflict with the objectives of the Qur’anic text.
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