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Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid’s position on Ozdemir’s Turkish column in
V4YY AD. A documentary studies

Dr. Muhanad Ali Farhan Al-Jubouri
Kirkuk University / College of Arts / Department of History

Abstract

Kurdish leaders emerged who took upon themselves the task of defending the Kurdish issue,
tried to find realistic and practical solutions to the issue of their people, and succeeded in
determining their position on the political developments that followed World War 1. Under those
circumstances, Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid emerged, who is considered one of the most prominent
Kurdish leaders who appeared on the The political arena for performing this mission in Southern
Kurdistan (Iraqi Kurdistan), and the study comes to shed light on a vital aspect of the history of
that Kurdish revolutionary, whose struggle represented a generous stage that the history of the
Kurdish people went through against British hegemony

The study focuses on a specific incident in which Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid participated

in his ongoing struggle against everyone who tried to confiscate the Kurdish issue and the
independence of his people, which was his support for the Turkish column led by the well-known
officer Ozdemir during his withdrawal and standing with him in his fight against the British forces
and not surrendering himself to them as they requested in more than one case. Once

The study was divided into two sections. The first section dealt with the lineage of Sheikh
Mahmoud the grandson, his upbringing, and the beginnings of his struggle. The second section
focused on the main axis of the subject of the study, which is his position on the Ozdemir column
and the military operations that took place and his standing alongside the Turkish forces against
the British forces in an attempt to establish his independent state in
Kurdistan

The study relied on various sources, most notably unpublished British documents stored in

the National Archives and Archives in Baghdad, and British reports, which provided us with a
daily detail of the movement of British military units against Sheikh Mahmoud and the Turkish
forces, and books, including the book of Professor Dr. Abdul Rahman Idris, entitled (Sheikh
Mahmoud The Barzanji grandson and the British influence in Iraqi Kurdistan until Y4Y®), which
contained important details that greatly enriched and benefited the study, and other sources
mentioned in the footnotes of the study.
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