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The International Legal Framework for the Safe Use of

Genetic Technologies

Asst. Inst. Afyaa AzhrHashim

Iraqi Center for Cancer and Medical Genetics Research

/Mustansiriyah University

research includes a statement of the concept of modern genetic technologies, as they
Th| S are a double—gdggd sword. Sometimes they are describx_s-d as one of the most

important applications of modern technology, which contains multiple advantages,

and at other times they are described as containing multiple risks. The research also
includes a statement of the nature of these technologies and knowledge of the stages of
development of international interest in them through the concepts of precaution and biosafety.
The research also clarified the legal basis (international agreement) for regulating the use of
genetic technologies in light of international declarations and agreements. The
research raised two important issues: first, international responsibility for damages resulting
from the negative use of genetic technologies, and it addressed this through a set of organized
legal regulations to the transfer and use of genetically modified organisms; and second, the
challenges facing the activation of this responsibility in the international community. The
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research concluded that the current international regulation is a very important step towards the
safe use of biotechnology, but it still faces many challenges (practical and legal) that require
further activation and continuous development.

Keywords: Convention on Biological Diversity, Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, Biosecurity, International
Responsibility, Human Genome, Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Protocol.
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