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Abstract

This research presents an analytical scholarly study of the personality of Imam
Ismail bin Muhammad bin Mustafa al-Qunawi al-Hanafi (d. Y)4° AH), one of
the most prominent scholars of the Ottoman Empire in the ) Yth century AH,
along with his scientific standing and intellectual contributions. The research is
divided into two main sections. The first is dedicated to studying his name,
lineage, titles, upbringing, scholarly journey, and death, while verifying points
of disagreement or error found in some sources, particularly concerning the date
of his death and his titles. The second section addresses his teachers, students,
and scholarly works, highlighting the diversity of his teachers in both rational
and transmitted sciences, and the abundance of his students who assumed high-

ranking scholarly and administrative positions in the Ottoman Empire.

The research also sheds light on the prolific scholarly output of Imam al-
Qunawi, which amounted to twenty-two works in the fields of Quranic
exegesis, theology, principles of jurisprudence, logic, hadith, and linguistics,
with particular attention to his marginal commentary (Hashiyah) on al-
Baydawi's exegesis, which is considered one of his most prominent, widely
circulated, and influential commentaries. The research concludes that Imam
Ismail al-Qunawi represents a model of the encyclopedic scholar in the Ottoman
era, who combined profound expertise in both rational and transmitted sciences,
a lofty scholarly status, and a profound influence on the scientific movement in
Istanbul and the Levant
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