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Abstract

The imperative form represents a key issue in Arabic linguistic, rhetorical, and legal thought due to its central role
in interpreting Qur’anic and Prophetic discourse and shaping grammatical and juristic principles. Grammarians
studied it as a distinct verbal structure—expressed in the imperative verb, the subjunctive preceded by the particle
of command (lam al-amr), and the verbal noun—analyzing its morphology, syntax, and positions. Rhetoricians
highlighted its stylistic flexibility, noting its primary sense of authoritative request and its extended uses for
supplication, threat, permission, or request, depending on context. Jurists, in turn, focused on its normative value,
debating whether it signifies obligation, recommendation, permissibility, or choice, with reference to textual and
contextual indicators. Together, these perspectives show that the imperative extends beyond a grammatical tool,
functioning as a versatile medium where linguistic, rhetorical, and legal dimensions intersect. Its semantic
richness reflects the depth of interconnection between language, thought, and legislation in the Arab-Islamic

tradition.
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