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Abstract
This study seeks to establish a systematic connection between
contemporary linguistic theory and the Arabic linguistic heritage by
examining Speech Act Theory as a central issue within pragmatics. While
some scholars argue that speech act theory is exclusively Western in origin,

others maintain that its conceptual foundations can be traced within the
Arabic intellectual tradition, even if not articulated through modern

terminology.

The study i1s grounded in the hypothesis that classical Arab scholars—
including jurists, legal theorists, grammarians, rhetoricians, and
philosophers—addressed the core principles of speech act theory through
their analyses of discourse. Their discussions of command and prohibition,
declarative and performative utterances, semantic implication, speaker
intention, and contextual meaning collectively reveal a sophisticated
understanding of the functional and pragmatic dimensions of language.
These scholarly efforts were primarily motivated by the need to interpret
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the Qur’anic text and the Prophetic Hadith accurately and to derive legal
rulings and juristic principles.

Methodologically, the research adopts a historical, descriptive, and
analytical approach. It traces the development of speech act theory in

modern Western linguistics and then examines relevant classical Arabic
texts to identify conceptual parallels and analytical insights that correspond

to contemporary pragmatic theory.

The study is divided into two main sections. The first presents a theoretical
overview of pragmatics and speech act theory in both Western and Arab
scholarship. The second investigates the contributions of Arab scholars in
the fields of jurisprudence, legal theory, rhetoric, philosophy, linguistics,
and grammar, highlighting their implicit engagement with speech act
principles. The study is preceded by an introduction outlining the concept
of speech acts and discussing modern scholarly efforts to trace
contemporary linguistic theories back to their intellectual roots in the

Arabic tradition.
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