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Abstract

When we examine the vocabulary of the Arabic language, we find that
some words carry a rich semantic wealth that becomes clearer when we
return to the early classical lexicons and compare them with what appears
in modern dictionaries. Among these terms are promise (al-wa‘d) and
threat (al-wa‘id). In this study, we identify their meanings and usages as
recorded in the ancient lexicographical sources and in modern
formulations.  Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad (d. 175 AH) said:
“Al-wa‘d (promise) and al-‘idda (pledge) may function both as verbal
nouns and as nouns. As for al- idda, it has a plural form ( idat), whereas
al-wa ‘d does not take a plural. A/-maw id is the place of mutual pledging,
that is, the appointed meeting. A/-maw ‘id may also be the verbal noun of
‘I promised him,” and it may likewise denote a specific time for the
pledge.”
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