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Abstract
This study examines the political and social characteristics of Umayyad
poetry as represented in the works of poets who lived across both the
Umayyad and Abbasid periods (the *mukhadrams™ of the two states). It
demonstrates how the poetic ode—particularly the panegyric—was
transformed into an effective instrument for serving political authority and
legitimizing its rule, while simultaneously functioning as a mirror
reflecting the social structure and its governing values
On the political level, the study reveals that poets deliberately infused
panegyric discourse with a religious dimension by linking the caliphate to
divine mandate and portraying the ruler as “God’s vicegerent” or as
divinely chosen by providence. Emphasis was placed on noble lineage,
military strength, justice, and firmness in governance. This synthesis of
pre-Islamic values—such as bravery and tribal supremacy—with Islamic
principles—such as justice, piety, and the protection of religion—
contributed to constructing an idealized image of the Umayyad caliph.
Such an image not only morally and politically marginalized opponents but
also reinforced the authority and prestige of the state within the collective

consciousness.

On the social level, Umayyad poetry emerges as an embodiment of the
hierarchical and tribal structures that shaped society at the time. Criteria of
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social superiority were reflected in noble lineage, inherited glory,
numerical strength, and the capacity to offer protection. Class distinctions
are particularly evident in the poetry of the *mawali™® (non-Arab clients),
who employed panegyric as a means of social mobility and as a strategy
for redefining social value on the basis of merit and achievement rather
than bloodline and tribal affiliation. This dynamic reveals an underlying

social mobility and tension embedded within the poetic text itself.
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