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Abstract

Personification and embodiment are among the most prominent artistic and visual
techniques employed by poets throughout the ages due to their profound expressive and
semantic impact in enriching poetic imagery and imbuing abstract or inanimate
elements with human or sensory qualities. Personification involves attributing human
characteristics to non-human entities or abstract concepts, making them capable of
feeling, reacting, and moving. This grants poetic imagery a unique suggestive power
that transcends ordinary language and moves toward creative figurative expression.
On the other hand, embodiment manifests in giving abstract meanings a tangible and
sensory appearance, rendering them visible as concrete entities with dimensions and
shapes. This technique opens a space for the reader to contemplate abstract ideas in a
visual framework, endowing poetry with imaginative and representational power
capable of transforming meanings into vivid, living images. Poets, both ancient and
modern, have excelled in employing these two techniques, demonstrating their stylistic
flexibility and ability to surpass the limits of ordinary language—thus reflecting the
unique nature of poetry as a linguistic art rooted in suggestion and implication rather
than in direct statement and explicitness.
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