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Abstract
This research addresses a central theological issue in Islamic kalam,
namely the affirmation of God’s transcendence above corporeality, spatial
confinement, and direction, through an analytical study of the methodology
of Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH) as presented in his work Ta’s1s
al-Taqdis. The study aims to highlight the epistemological foundations
upon which al-Razi based his articulation of the doctrine of divine
transcendence, with particular emphasis on transmitted evidences derived
from the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, and an analysis of how these
evidences were employed in refuting doctrines that attribute bodily
characteristics or spatial and directional limitations to God Almighty. The
research also examines the views of various Islamic sects on these
theological issues, clarifying points of agreement and disagreement among
them, especially between Ahl al-Sunnah represented by the Ash‘arites and
certain anthropomorphic and corporealist groups. The study further
demonstrates the distinctiveness of al-Razi’s approach in harmonizing
authentic transmitted texts with rigorous rational analysis, as he sought to
safeguard scriptural texts from literal sensory interpretations that lead to
anthropomorphism, while preserving their sanctity and faith-based

significance. The study concludes that Ta’sis al-Taqdis represents an
advanced scholarly model in defending the doctrine of divine
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transcendence and played a significant role in consolidating the Sunni
methodological approach that affirms what is established by revelation
while negating what is rationally and theologically impossible with respect

.to God, thereby achieving a balanced synthesis between faith and reason
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