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Abstract

This study examines the Islamic concept of governance through an analytical
comparison with Western political thought, aiming to clarify the points of
convergence and divergence between the two systems in terms of intellectual
foundations, objectives, and governing mechanisms. Islam is grounded in a
divine reference framework in which sovereignty belongs to God, and political
authority is viewed as a trust and a responsibility exercised to achieve justice
and fulfill the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-shari‘a). In contrast,
Western political thought is based on a secular reference that assigns
sovereignty to the people and conceives governance as the product of a social
contract founded on freedom and equality. The study adopts a comparative and
descriptive-analytical methodology in examining political texts and concepts
articulated by Muslim jurists and Western philosophers, such as al-Mawardi,
Ibn Taymiyyah, Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. The findings indicate that
Islam seeks to balance freedom and discipline, as well as religion and politics,
whereas Western thought places greater emphasis on individual freedom and
rationalism. Despite their differences regarding the source of legitimacy, both
traditions converge on justice and the public interest as the ultimate aims of
governance. The study concludes that it is possible to develop a balanced
contemporary model of governance that benefits from Western institutional
mechanisms within an Islamic value-based framework, emphasizing that
governance in Islam is not merely a worldly authority but an ethical and
humanitarian mission aimed at realizing human dignity and divine justice on
earth.

Keywords: Governance in Islam; Western Political Thought; Sovereignty;
Shiira; Justice
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