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Abstract

This study examines the referentiality of political events in the novels of
Diaa Jbeili, considering them an active structural element in shaping the
narrative and semantic discourse of the fictional texts. It proceeds from
tracing the transformations witnessed by the Iraqi novel after 2003, when
it was liberated from the dominance of the single-party system and strict
censorship, allowing politics to become a central axis for expressing the
troubled Iraqi reality. The study reveals that Diaa Jbeili’s novels draw upon
pivotal political events—such as the tyranny of the former regime, the
[ran—Iraq War, compulsory military service, the invasion of Kuwait, the
Sha‘baniyya (March) Uprising, the Kurdish issue, as well as political
corruption and the dominance of parties after 2003—transforming them
into narrative referents that expose political violence and its human
consequences. The research also highlights that the author does not employ
these events as neutral historical backdrops; rather, he renders them
semantic focal points that generate a critical discourse unveiling the
mechanisms of power and exposing the contradiction between ideological
slogans and repressive practices. The study concludes that Diaa Jbeili’s
novels represent a model of the contemporary Iraqi political novel, one that
blends fiction with reality and re-produces political history as a tragic
human experience embedded in both individual and collective memory.
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