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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of Hadith narration by discerning and non-
discerning children, a precise matter in the science of Hadith related to the
capacity for transmission and accuracy. Scholars unanimously agree that
narrations by non-discerning children are categorically rejected due to their
lack of understanding and memorization, both essential conditions for
accepting Hadith. A discerning child, however, is permitted to hear Hadith
before puberty if able to comprehend the discourse and respond appropriately,
and his narration is accepted after puberty provided accuracy and continuity of
the chain are ensured. Scholars differ on the age of discernment; some set it at
five years based on the report of Mahmiid ibn al-Rabi’, while others prioritize
intellectual discernment over age. The study concludes that discernment is the
true criterion for accepting a child’s narration, with the five-year threshold
being merely a regulatory convention. It emphasizes the importance of
collecting and authenticating narrations of discerning children and utilizing
them pedagogically to teach the Prophetic Sunnah from early childhood.
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