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Abstract

This study investigates the problematic relationship between state positions
on religion particularly official favoritism—and the diverse manifestations
of popular religiosity. It aims to analyze this complex dynamic, evaluating
it through a comparative study of various international models and
presenting a critical assessment from the perspective of Islamic thought
and its higher objectives (Magasid al-Shari‘ah).

Adopting a comparative and analytical methodology, the research
examines states with official religions (e.g., Saudi Arabia, the United
Kingdom), those with unofficial favoritism (e.g., Italy), and those with
constitutional neutrality (e.g., France, India).

The findings indicate that state favoritism of a religion is a global
phenomenon with multiple forms, not exclusive to a specific geographical
region or religious system. A significant gap often exists between official
religious policies and the lived realities of popular religiosity. Furthermore,
the study reveals the adverse impact of such favoritism on the principle of
equal citizenship and the rights of religious minorities. Conversely, the
Islamic perspective, when understood through its higher objectives, offers
the model of a "civil state with an Islamic frame of reference" as a balanced
solution. This model seeks to reconcile the preservation of a society's
identity with the full guarantee of rights for all citizens.

The research concludes that transcending models of exclusionary
secularism and sectarian quotas necessitates the adoption of a social
contract founded on full and equal citizenship, one that respects both
collective identity and individual freedoms.
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