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Abstract

Grammatical preference based on more than one rational criterion is
considered one of the most precise issues in the science of Arabic grammar.
It constitutes a fundamental tool for distinguishing between opinions and
preferring certain views in cases where evidence conflicts and grammatical
possibilities multiply within a single issue. This process relies on a set of
rational criteria, most notably analogy (qiyas), presumption of continuity
(istishab al-hal), consensus (ijma‘), and meaning, among other forms of
evidence that have shaped the inferential foundations of grammatical
thought. This reflects an early methodological awareness of the strength of

evidence and the effect of combining proofs in establishing the
preponderant view.

This study seeks to shed light on this type of grammatical preference—
which has not received independent scholarly attention—by uncovering its
methodological foundations and practical rules within the grammatical
heritage. Such an approach contributes to renewing the understanding of
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grammatical disagreements and guiding them according to precise
scientific principles.

Grammarians, in many disputed issues, did not confine their choices to a
single piece of evidence; rather, they combined several rational criteria in
order to strengthen inferential force and reduce uncertainty. This method
reflects a deep awareness of the concept of evidentiary strength and the
varying weight of preference criteria, emphasizing the importance of
combining proofs and reinforcing possible interpretations. The
significance of this study lies in its attempt to explore this underexamined
type of preference in a comprehensive manner, opening the door to
examining its methodological bases and modes of application in the
grammatical tradition. It also aims to renew the examination of
grammatical disputes and to direct them according to solid scientific
foundations, thereby enhancing its contribution to enriching contemporary
grammatical studies and steering them toward greater precision and
objectivity.
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