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Abstract

The period of the Regency in Iraq (1939-1953) represented one of
the most significant phases that witnessed a noticeable rise in national and
Arab nationalist awareness within Iraqi society. During this period, Iraqi
politics was closely tied to Britain due to a series of agreements and treaties
that restricted Iraqi sovereignty. This situation led to the emergence of
political and nationalist currents within the army, intellectual elites, and
popular movements seeking to end British influence and strengthen
national independence. These nationalist tendencies became clearly
evident through several pivotal political events. Among the most
prominent was the Rashid Ali al-Gaylani movement of 1941, which
represented a serious attempt to challenge British influence in Iraq.
However, the movement ultimately failed militarily, resulting in the
reassertion of strong British control over the country Another major turning
point was the Portsmouth Treaty of 1948, which provoked widespread
popular opposition and led to the outbreak of the al-Wathbah Uprising
(January 1948). This uprising reflected the unity of national forces in
confronting pro-British policies and resulted in the cancellation of the
treaty and the fall of Salih Jabr’s government.
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