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Abstrac
This study examines the role of the efficiency and effectiveness of
the social protection network in Karbala Governorate in
alleviating poverty, relying on statistical data of the beneficiaries.
The total number of network participants reached 89,214
beneficiaries, with males accounting for the majority at 69,302
beneficiaries, compared to 19,912 female beneficiaries, reflecting
the concentration of aid within male-headed households.
Meanwhile, the total number of poor individuals in the
governorate reached 282,543, highlighting the limited coverage
relative to the overall extent of poverty. The results indicate that
the social protection network contributed to reducing poverty
severity by 31.5%, suggesting partial effectiveness in poverty
alleviation. However, the persistent gap between the number of
poor individuals and beneficiaries underscores the need to
improve targeting efficiency, enhance spatial equity, and

strengthen the effectiveness of social programs to achieve more
comprehensive.
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