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Abstract

The Israeli war on Lebanon erupted in July 2006 after Hezbollah
captured two Israeli soldiers at the border. In response, Israel launched a
large-scale military offensive that lasted over a month, targeting southern
Lebanon and the country’s civilian infrastructure, resulting in the deaths of
more than 1,200 Lebanese—mostly civilians—and around 160 Israelis, the
majority of whom were soldiers. The United States took a supportive
stance toward Israel, considering the attack an act of self-defense and
initially rejecting international calls for an immediate ceasefire. This
reflected Washington’s close alliance with Israel and its aim to weaken
Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran and Syria. The American position drew
widespread international and Arab criticism, as it was seen as providing
Israel with political cover to continue its military operations, until a
ceasefire was reached in August 2006 under UN Security Council
Resolution 1701.
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